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in many parts of England of the yeoman class and of the
small farmers. In many districts they found increased
difficulty in obtaining a livelihood owing to the enclosure of
the common lands on which they used to feed their stock
and, moreover, they were often tempted by good offers to
sell their land. Many of them sank into the position of
labourers, and their condition during the earlier part of the
nineteenth century was deplorable. Many of them drifted
into the towns, which were now springing up, owing to
the revolution in industry.
For the world was changed by the vast series of develop-
ments which now transformed Britain from an agricultural
into an industrial country (Note 121). Each part of the new
methods fitted into new discoveries in other branches. Thus
men learnt to improve the production and use of coal, and
of iron and steel, at the time when a whole series of inven-
tors were producing various kinds of machinery, and others
were developing the means of transport. Each of these
advances would have been useless without the others. In
combination they fitted together and entirely transformed
men's lives, for they not only changed conditions of work,
but they cheapened production and so made goods more
plentiful* At the same time, population was increasing very
rapidly, and great towns were springing up. The new
population could not have lived, and the new towns could
never have been created, unless roads and railways had
made it possible to bring food and raw materials to them
Town life became the feature of British development. The
new conditions led on the one hand to all sorts of problems
in connection with housing and health. Public health had
to be studied, and not only conditions in factories and work-
shops, but conditions in the crowded streets and houses.
In another direction, the growth of factories led the men
and women who worked in them to learn to combine, and
so we have the growth of Trade Unionism, leading on to
Socialism and the Labour Party.